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A lum ni Create Plan for Future
After a rigorous set of planning 
meetings, the Alumni Association 
has developed a statement of 
Mission & Goals to assist in organ­
izing the Association in the future.
The Executive Committee developed 
the plan and presented its work in 
early May to the Alumni Board of 
Governors who unanimously accept­
ed the Mission & Goals. Valuable 
input during the development of 
this plan was provided by Daemen 
College Trustee and Alumna 
Caroline Hassett Buerk '59, who
presented the Mission & Goals at 
the Daemen College Board of 
Trustees meeting in mid-May. The 
Trustees also unanimously approved 
the document and commended the 
Alumni Board for their foresight.
"The Mission & Goals now becomes 
a framework for the Alumni to 
build many successful programs," 
said James Gardon, 1987-88 Alumni 
Association President.
The following is the statement of 
Mission & Goals that was developed.
A lum ni Senior Award
Since 1971 the Alumni 
Association has presen­
ted an award to an 
outstanding senior who 
has made a significant 
contribution to the 
College. This individual 
must be one who has 
participated actively in 
college life and who has 
given service unselfishly 
and with dedication.
The winner of the 1988 Alumni 
Senior Award is Christopher 
Frederick Dunn. Kathleen Rimar,
O.S.F. '69, Daemen Trustee, and 
James P. Gardon, Alumni President 
presented the award at the Daemen 
Commencement on May 15, 1988.
Mr. Dunn graduated 
with a degree in Physical 
Therapy. He has remained 
outstanding academically 
while being involved in 
both on and off campus 
activities. He was President 
of the Student Physical 
Therapy Association, Resi­
dent Assistant and Head 
Resident, member of the 
Student Association and 
Resident Council, Treasurer of 
the Sophomore class, and a lector 
for the Campus Ministry for four 
years. Mr. Dunn was also active 
in intramural sports and involved 
with Special Olympics. He has 
completed over 150 hospital 
volunteer hours ■
Mission
To maintain congruency with the 
mission and goals of the College, the 
Daemen College Alumni Association 
will provide services to the alumni, 
college and community.
Goals
1. To develop a professional advisory 
pool for students.
2. To develop the students' under­
standing of the liberal arts heritage, the 
Alumni Association will create a pro­
fessional speakers bureau, drawing from 
the diverse fields of study among the 
alumni.
3. To assist the College in developing 
the students' appreciation of the arts 
and of the creative nature of all human 
endeavor.
4. To provide opportunities for the 
alumni and college community to 
broaden communication skills through 
varied college services.
5. To provide experiences and direction 
for personal and social growth through 
interaction with the Alumni Association.
6. To further the professional and ethical 
standards of the faculty, the Alumni 
Association will provide an annual 
faculty development grant.
7. To assist the College in the implemen­
tation and placement of students in 
accordance with the Community Service 
Program.
8. To encourage community involvement 
in alumni activities.
9. To achieve the mission and goals of 
the Alumni Association, a primary 
responsibility will be to raise funds ■
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Special plans for the 1988 
Reunion "Welcome H om e"
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President
Elaine Schwab Zilliox '64 
A rt Education
Elaine is an art teacher at Cardinal 
O'Hara High School in Tonawanda, NY. 
She holds memberships in the Society 
of Scribes, the New York State Art 
Teachers Association and the American 
Association of University Women.
Elaine enjoys needlework and golf. She 
lives with her husband Robert and 
three children in Buffalo, NY.
President Elect
Noreen Brownlie Brownson '72 
Elementary Education
Noreen is a reading resource teacher at 
School 18 in Buffalo. She is active in the 
Womens Association of Buffalo Power 
Boating Squadron and Kappa Delta Pi 
Education Society. She has also been 
involved with various organizations that 
advocate accessibility for the handi­
capped. Noreen has interests which 
include boating, gardening and working 
with young people. She has one 
daughter and lives with her husband 
Tom in Synder, NY.
Secretary
Anne LoVullo O 'D onnell '64 
Medical Technology
Anne is a cancer research scientist 
at Roswell Park Memorial Institute in 
Buffalo. She is active in the Association 
for Research on Childhood Cancer and 
the Public Employees Federation. Anne 
has two sons and resides in Grand 
Island, New York with her husband 
Neil. She enjoys tennis and golf.
Treasurer
Deborah Ann Specht '77 
Physical Therapy
Debbie is in private practice in Physical 
Therapy in Alden, New York. She is an 
active member of the American Physical 
Therapy Association and the Western 
New York Insurance Rehabilitation 
Group. She is a physical therapy con­
sultant for the Alden Central Schools 
BOCES Program. Debbie lives in East 
Aurora, NY and enjoys cross-stitch 
and needlepoint.
Corresponding Secretary 
Patricia Stanton Mergenhagen '60 
English
Pat is a secondary English teacher at 
the Sweet Home High School. She has 
been active with the Amherst Youth 
Board and is a member of the New 
York State United Teachers and the 
Sweet Home Education Association.
She has two sons and lives in Amherst, 
NY with her husband John. Pat enjoys 
reading, swimming and golf.
Past President 
James P. Gardon '77 
Physical Therapy
Jim is the supervisor of the Physical 
Therapy Department at the Erie County 
Home and Infirmary in Alden, NY.
He also has a Physical Therapy private 
practice. Jim is an active volunteer in 
the community including working 
with "Operation Food Basket" which 
provides food for needy families at 
Christmas. Jim lives in Buffalo and 
enjoys photography, sports and 
competitive pistol shooting ■
ANN MARIE SCHOTT BRIGHTON, 
Class of '66
Ann has been named Teacher of the Year in 
Daemen College's third annual award. She 
is currently teaching English at Lancaster 
High School where she has worked for 
seventeen years. In addition to motivating 
students with her enthusiasm for reading 
and writing, Ann has been involved in 
staff development. This past year she was 
instrumental in writing a grant proposal 
for a Teacher Center for her district. She 
believes strongly in collegiality — teachers 
helping teachers.
As a member of the Western New York 
Writing Project, Ann has been giving 
workshops in the Writing Process. In an 
article in The English Journal in February 
'87, she suggested that college students 
participate in writing groups as part of 
their teacher training.
After graduation, Ann received her M.A. 
from the State University of New York 
at Buffalo and also did graduate work at 
Canisius College, New York University and 
the University of Dijon in France. Her first 
teaching assignment was at Southside Jr. 
High in Buffalo. She also taught in Calif­
ornia before coming to Lancaster.
by Patricia Burns M cClain '64
JAMES P. GARDON,
Class of '77
Jim, a graduate in the first Physical Therapy 
class at Daemen College, is experiencing 
success and satisfaction in his chosen 
profession. He is currently the Supervisor 
of the Physical Therapy Department at the 
Erie County Home and Infirmary as well as 
a therapist in private practice. His private 
practice has involved work for Erie County 
Boces I, the Alden School District, Hospice 
Buffalo and area college sports programs. 
His professional memberships have includ­
ed the Medical/Professional Advisory Board 
of the Erie County Health Department and 
the advisory boards of the Medical Person­
nel Pool and S.P.S. Health Services.
Jim credits Rosary Hill/Daemen (he was a 
transitional student who recalls that the 
name change caught on quickly) with 
giving him an excellent preparation in a 
four year program combining classroom 
knowledge and actual experience leading 
to licensing by the New York State Boards. 
He foresees a promising outlook for the 
profession because of the growing number 
of elderly.
Enthusiasm for his career is evidenced 
when Jim says, "I get up every morning 
and want to go to work. It's fun to increase 
the quality of someone's life."
Jim is single and lives in North Buffalo.
He is vice-president of the Polaris Pistol 
Club and interested in photography, sports 
and Bonsai trees. As a member of the 
Alumni Board of Governors, he maintains 
an ongoing interest in Daemen. Jim was 
president of the Board in 1987-88. He also 
volunteers time for Operation Food Basket»
KIM MARIE KOSINSKI,
Class of '84
Kim is the Art Director at Chris Bein 
Design, an advertising agency in Buffalo. In 
her position she is involved in every facet 
of job execution: conception, design, layout, 
mechanics and production. A unique aspect 
of her work involves the operation of a 
Macintosh graphics computer system used 
in conjunction with a state of the art laser 
typesetter.
Kim owes her success in the highly 
competitive field of graphic design and 
advertising largely to Daemeris realistic 
approach to education and internships. In 
guiding art interns from other schools, she 
has realized how well prepared Daemen 
students are. She also appreciates the 
advantage of her strong fine arts concen­
tration and mentions the need for 
persistence in "getting your foot in the 
door" in this profession.
Kim belongs to the Art Directors/Commun- 
icators of Buffalo and the Graphic Artists 
Guild. Her graduate work includes 
computer graphics courses at the State 
University of New York at Buffalo. In 
addition to the Buffalo market, Kim has 
worked in advertising in Tampa, Florida.
Ann and her husband, George, live in 
Buffalo with their two sons, Mark, 11, and 
Paul, 7. George is very involved with the 
SADD Program (Students Against Driving 
Drunk) and teaches at Tonawanda High 
School. They are members of the Buffalo 
State Newman Center community where 
the Franciscan message of social justice 
remains an influence in their lives ■
Kim is single and lives in West Seneca.
She enjoys biking, swimming and travel­
ing. Ms. Kosinski goes to New York City 
frequently and is presently preparing for an 




The Daemen College Alumni Association has compiled a 
unique cook book to raise funds for the college in the name 
of the Alumni Association.
Friends and alumni have shared their most elegant, 
sumptuous, delectable creations for a unique cook book 
entitled “La Cuisine Extraordinaire." This book also includes 
recipes from fine area restaurants.
“La Cuisine Extraordinaire" includes such categories as 
appetizers, soups, breads, salads, entrees, vegetables and 
desserts, providing the chef with a variety of recipes, to 
create a complete dining experience.
If you would like to purchase a copy of this cook book, 
please complete the order form below and mail it to the 
Daemen College Alumni Office ■
Cook Book 
Order Form
Please send m e_______copies at $5.00 each plus
$1.00 each for postage and handling.
$ __________  Total Enclosed
Make check payable to: Daemen College
Alumni Association





Daemen College Alumni Office
4380 Main Street, Amherst, New York 14226
Reunion News
'88
The Annual Alumni 
Reunion will be held on 
Saturday, October 1, 1988, 
at the College. The classes 
of '53, '58, '63, '68, 73, 78 
& '83 will be celebrating 
anniversary years.
A Reunion Committee 
chaired by Judy Wiede­
mann '58 has organized 
the event which has been 
entitled “Welcome Home." 
The reunion will include 
a Mass in Rosary Hall in 
the later afternoon, an 
opportunity for anniver­
sary classes to meet, and a banquet dinner followed by 
an enjoyable program. The program will include the 
presentation of the 1988 Distinguished Alumni Award. 
Faculty members and the Sisters who have taught or 
worked at the College will be invited.
A unique addition to the reunion will be a Silent Auction 
of donated items such as art work, weekend escapes, and 
sports, theater and music tickets. The proceeds from this 
Auction will be used to fund a new faculty development 
grant from the Alumni Association. This grant will enable 
a Daemen College faculty member to further his/her 
education or training.
Invitations will be mailed in late August. Additional infor­
mation on the Silent Auction is available by calling the 
Alumni Office at 839-3600, ext. 212 a
Alumni Sponsored 
Film Series
A  series of five films, “The American Film Classics and 
the Constitution," was sponsored by the Alumni 
Association during the 1987-88 academic year.
Inherit The Wind, Twelve Angry Men, The Front, All 
The King's Men, and To Kill A  Mockingbird were shown 
in the Daemen Little Theatre. Each of the films was 
accompanied by a brief commentary followed by a 
discussion led by a Daemen faculty member, local film 
critic, or area politician.
Students, College employees, and members of the 
community attended the films, and attendance was large 
enough to encourage the presentation of another series 
for the 1988-89 school year. The tentative theme will be 
"Great Works of Literature on Film," and the Alumni 
Association will again sponsor the series ■
Alumni Association 
Contributes To The 
President's Scholarship 
Fund
The Alumni Board of Governors contributed almost $1,000 
to the 1988 President's Scholarship Fund by attending the 
President's Scholarship Dinner on April 28, 1988.
The Dinner, chaired by Mrs. Jane Hunt, was held to honor 
Mr. Seymour H. Knox, II for his continued commitment to 
Western New York. In all $25,000 was raised in support of 
the President's Scholarship Fund which provides financial 
aid to incoming freshmen of outstanding merit ■
Senior Reception
Over 100 graduating seniors attended the Senior 
Reception on May 10, 1988, in Schenck Lounge of Wick 
Center.The event which traditionally launches Senior 
Week, was coordinated by the Alumni Association.
Officers of the senior class were presented with roses 
by the Alumni President, James Gardon '77. The event 





Daemen College is accepting contributions for the Mary 
Ricotta Medical Technology Scholarship Fund which was 
established in February to assist academically qualified and 
financially needy students majoring in Medical Technology 
(Clinical Laboratory Science).
In order to qualify for scholarships, students must be 
accepted into Daemen's Medical Technology Department. 
Two scholarships will be awarded to incoming Freshmen or 
to incoming transfer students at the Junior level.
Incoming Freshmen applicants must have a high school 
average of 85 or above, be in need of financial assistance, 
secure a letter of recommendation from a high school 
teacher and must have completed two years in Biology with 
laboratory, one year of Chemistry with laboratory and 
Mathematics studies including Trigonometry. One year of 
Physics is recommended.
If you have questions on contributions, contact Daemen 
Director of Development David W. Cyr at 839-3600, ext. 212«
Distinguished 
Alumni Award
Please submit your nomination for the 
Distinguished Alumni Award for 1988, to be 
presented at the Alumni Reunion on October 1 
at the College. The award is intended to recognize 
Alumni who have distinguished themselves in their 
careers and/or civic and community activities.
N om inee_________________________ ;________________
First Maiden Name Last
Address
City State Zip
Nominee's Class Year _______________________




Please use additional sheet i f  needed.





Please return nominations on or before September 15,1988 
to:
David W. Cyr, Director of 
Development and Alumni Affairs
Daemen College 
4380 Main Street 
Amherst, New York 14226
CLASS OF 1960
Sister Patricia Healy is a travel consultant 
at Stewart and Benson in Buffalo NY, 
where she also resides.
CLASS OF 1963
Sister Victoria Dixon received her 
Doctorate in Mathematics Education and 
Computer Science in 1987 from SUNY at 
Buffalo. Sr. Victoria lives in Stella 
Niagara, NY.
CLASS OF 1966
Anrunarie Bernadowicz George has 
been reappointed Chair of the Fine Arts 
Department at Gannon University in 
Erie, PA. She also holds an Associate 
Professorship and is the liaison coordin­
ator for the College of Humanities and 
Channel 66, the University television 
station. She serves on the Rank and 
Tenure Committee, the Student Conduct 
Committee, and the Retention Committee 
at the University. Annmarie is the mother 
of three children and lives in Erie, PA.
CLASS OF 1967
Donna Strauss has been named Execu­
tive Director of the American Lung 
Association of Western New York by Alan 
Saltzman, M.D., President. The Lung 
Association is well known for its Freedom 
From Smoking programs, smoking pre­
vention programs in schools, and health 
projects in adult and pediatric lung 
disease. A graduate of Daemen College
with her B.A. in Psychology/Chemistry, 
Ms. Strauss earned her M.B.A. at St. 
Bonaventure University. She brings with 
her a 12 year background in market 
planning, program development, strategic 
planning, and health care administration. 
Ms. Strauss has held a number of execu­
tive director positions in the health care 
field. Most recently, she had served as 
Director of Market Planning with Horizon 
Health System in Bethlehem, PA.
CLASS OF 1971
Peg Brand Sweeney has moved to Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, where her husband 
Bob is the Associate Vice Chancellor at 
the University of North Carolina. Peg has 
two sons, Matt and Paul.
Louise L. Cantwell has been appointed 
Director of Development at St. Mary's 
University in San Antonio, Texas. Louise 
is a 1985 graduate of St. Mary's School of 
Law and completed internships with the 
Frost Bank Trust Department and U.S. 
Attorney, Edward C. Pardo, federal judge 
for the U.S. District Court of West Texas. 
In addition to her Daemen College 
degree in Sociology, she holds graduate 
certificates in Comparative Social Studies 
and Economic Development from the 
University of Cologne in West Germany. 
She has served as Historic Preservation 
Coordinator and Urban Planner for the 
city of El Paso, Texas; Development 
Director for United San Antonio; and 
most recently with the law firm of 
Lawrence R. Pebbles and Associates of 
St. Paul, MN. Louise resides in San 
Antonio,TX.
CLASS OF 1972
Margaret K. Raupp has been named 
Associate Vice President at the Goldome 
Agency in Buffalo. Mrs. Raupp, who 
joined Goldome in 1983, is the Director 
of Sales and Product Administration. She 
is a member of the American Freedom 
Foundation and has been an active 
volunteer with the Orchard Park (NY) 
Jaycees. She was the Goldome “Agent 
of the Year" in 1985, and is a former 
recipient of the Paul Revere Life Insur­
ance Company Minuteman Award for 
Excellence in Sales. Margaret resides in 
Hamburg, NY.
CLASS OF 1974
Kathleen Curatolo has been appointed 
Associate Executive Director of the Niag­
ara Frontier Industry Education Council. 
She is responsible for cultivating new 
memberships and researching and 
developing programs which build part­
nerships between business, industry and 
education. Kathleen lives in Synder, NY.
CLASS OF 1975
Denise Z. Rivers of Orchard Park, NY 
has received the coveted N.Y.S. Jaycees 
Public Relations Media Award, of which 
only four are presented each year. Denise 
is also the New York State Jaycees Parade 
of Leadership Program Manager.
CLASS OF 1976
Robin J. Gabner and Rosanna Kodey 
Gabner '78 announced the birth of their 
second child, Lindsey Beth, on March 28, 
1988. They reside in Miramar FL, which 
is just outside of Fort Lauderdale.
CLASS OF 1977
Claudia Chew Jacumski of North 
Tonawanda, NY obtained her Master of 
Education degree in May of 1986 from 
S.U.N.Y. at Buffalo. Claudia has also 
written a book entitled Touch an d S ee  
th e ABC's which won honorable mention 
at the 1987 Toy Exhibition at Goldome 
Bank in Buffalo.
CLASS OF 1978 CLASS OF 1984 CLASS OF 1986
Susan Spragge Reedy exhibited paintings 
in a two person show at the O.K. Harris 
Gallery, 383 West Broadway, New York 
City, from June 4 - July 15. Susan is 
the wife of Dr. Charles Reedy, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and Dean 
of Daemen College. They reside in North 
Tonawanda, NY.
CLASS OF 1980
Doreen Maska Spense has married and 
is working as an executive assistant to 
the President of a marketing company in 
Buffalo, where she resides.
Carol Fischer LaBella was elected to the 
Town Board of Rye Town, New York, in 
January 1988. She is the first woman ever 
elected to the Board.
CLASS OF 1982
Sandi Dittrich is the co-director of 
Friends Medication Service in Philadel­
phia, PA. She has received her Master of 
Science degree in Conflict Management 
from G.M.U. and upon graduation was 
only one of 25 people to hold this 
degree. Sandi lives in Philadelphia, PA.
Rosemary Gambacorta Lango has 
completed her Masters in Counselor 
Education. She is employed by Winter 
Haven (Florida) Hospital's Community 
Mental Health Center as a counselor in a 
day treatment program for emotionally 
disturbed children. Rosemary resides in 
Winter Haven, FL.
CLASS OF 1983
Christine P. Krol has been appointed 
Nurse Clinician, Endocrinology, at the 
Erie County Medical Center in Buffalo. 
She previously was a renal teaching 
nurse and the Nurse Coordinator for 
Renal Research for nine years. In her 
new position, she will coordinate activi­
ties of the diabetes teaching service and 
continue research on diabetes. Mrs. Krol 
and family are Alden, NY residents.
Annette Surdej Fachko has been working 
for the Greater Buffalo Board of Realtors 
for the past ten years and has served as 
the Operations Manager since December 
1985. Annette married in 1984, and she 
and her husband live in Cheektowaga, NY.
JoAnne J. Bongiovanni is a pre-school 
Coordinator and a teacher for the South­
west Y.M.C.A. She is also an S.A.C.C. 
Coordinator at night and is seeking her 
Master's degree in Special Education. 
JoAnne resides in Rochester, NY.
CLASS OF 1985
Barbara Jean Miller married Melchiorre 
Firette '84 in April of 1985. Barbara is a 
Physical Therapist at Kimball Medical 
Center in Lakewood, NJ, where they 
reside.
Nancy McGrath Ogorek has married Paul 
Ogorek and is working as a physical ther­
apist at Mercy Hospital in Buffalo. The 
Ogoreks live in Buffalo, NY.
Patrick O'Sullivan is a biology teacher at 
Roosevelt High School in Yonkers, NY.
He plans to marry Susan Delahanty in 
July, 1988. Patrick lives in the Bronx, NY.
Tammara Parsons Ruflin has received a 
Master's degree in Social Work from the 
University of Kentucky. She is working in 
Pensacola, Horida for a child psychologist. 
Tammara married Lt. Scott J. Ruflin, an 
Air Force officer, in August of 1987.
Suzanne M. Schuler has been promoted 
to Director of Physical Therapy at Brooks 
Memorial Hospital in Dunkirk, NY. Ms. 
Schuler lives in Fredonia, NY.
CLASS OF 1987
Ann E. Victor-Lazarus, R.N. of Buffalo, 
NY has been named Coordinator of 
Senior Vision Services at the Blind 
Association of Webster, NY, where she 
completed an internship while a Daemen 
student.
Class Notes
Let us hear from you!
Please send us your news and we will share it with your friends and 
classmates. We can use small black and white photos. You can also use 





(use additional sheet if necessary)____________________________________
Clip and mail to the Alumni Office, Daemen College, 4380 Main Street, 
Amherst, NY 14226
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Art Alumni ReceptionCareer Search 
Workshop a 
Success
In January, the Alumni Association 
sponsored an Alumni Career Search 
Workshop that drew over 35 partic­
ipants.
The workshop, presented by Jeanne G. 
Healy '86, Daemen's Career Develop­
ment Center Director, stressed such job 
related topics as resume writing and 
interviewing.
Participants were given information 
concerning the broad range of services 
available to all Daemen College Alumni. 
For more information about such 
services, contact Jeanne Healy at 
(716) 839-3600.
A follow-up seminar will be offered in 
the future ■
A special reception for Art and Graphic 
Design Alumni was held on March 9, 
1988, in the Daemen Gallery as a part 
of the 1988 Faculty Exhibition.
The event, which drew over 75 Alumni, 
was chaired by Elaine Zilliox '64, who 
coordinated a unique slide show of 
works of art from 28 Alumni. The slide 
presentation was shown continuously 
throughout the evening and accom­
panied by Pan Flute music. Those 
attending were also able to view the 
works of the Faculty Exhibition, and Art 
Professor James Kuo addressed the
All-High Art
The Alumni Association presented the 
Best In Show  Award at the 19th Annual 
All-High Art Exhibition on March 27th 
in the Daemen Gallery.
A $150 U.S. Savings Bond was given 
to Rose A. Braunstein, a student at 
Williamsville North High School, for
group, urging the Alumni to continue 
their work.
Special thanks go to Carol Townsend, 
Chairperson of the Fine and Performing 
Arts Division, and to Sister Carolyn 
Fisher, O.S.F. '67, Director of Audio 
Visual Services.
The slide show will be a permanent 
part of the Alumni Office and has been 
scheduled to be shown to the Daemen 
Board of Trustees and at the 1988 
Reunion on October 1 ■
Exhibition
her oil painting entitled "Self Portrait." 
Ms. Braunstein's piece was declared the 
best in the show by a panel of Daemen 
College judges.
The exhibition attracted over 300 entries 
from over 45 area high schools ■
CC Daemen College non-profit organ.
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